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Rorth  Ridirit?  of  Yorkshire 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

year  ending 

31st  Decemher  I966 

To  The  Chairman  and  Memhero  of  the 
Bedale  Rural  District  Council 

SIR,  MADAM  ARD  GERTLEMHR, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  m3'’  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  I966. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COURCILo 

(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) 

(2)  One  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Pull-time) 

(3)  One  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  (Full-time) 

(4)  One  Meat  Inspector  (Pull-time) 

(5)  One  Meat  Inspector/Technical  Assistant  (Full-time) 
STATISTICS 


Area  c^c  » o o o^o  »ue 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 
population  (mid  I966)  .0.  ,.o 

Rumber  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 
Rate  Books  (end  of  I966)  . „ 

Rateable  value  of  the  Area  „ „ ... 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  ^ 


43,302  acres. 

8,660 

2,582 

£273,734  0.  Od 

£1,062.  3.  6d 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (as  supplied  b3'-  Registrar  General) 
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CIu\SSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DSriTH 


M>iLES 

FUliVLES 

T0T..L 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

2 

2 

" ” Lung,  Bronohus 

1 

1 

2 

” " Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

5 

6 

11 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaeraia 

- 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

8 

9 

17 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

8 

13 

21 

Other  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

A 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

- 

A 

A 

Pneumonia 

A 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

A 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

- 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

A 

A 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

J..11  other  Accidents 

2 

- 

2 

39 

50 

89 

N»TION;iL  ASSIST/iNCE  ACT,  19^8. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  27  of  the  above  Act 
which  gives  the  Council  power  to  remove  to  suitable  premises,  persons  who 
are  not  able  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  adequate  care  and  attention. 

GSNEHU  P20VISI0E  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  x\REA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities  (b)  Hospitals  (c)  Clinics  & Treatment  Centres 

(d)  Ambulance  Services  (e)  Nursing  Services 

These  are  provided  Nationally  and  by  the  County  Council  and  are 
reasonably  adequate  although  subject  to  strain  in  a large  and  somewhat 
sparsely  populated  area,  with  infrequent  local  public  transport. 

SCHOOLS 

The  Covinty  Coimcil  Education  Department  are  responsible  for  Schools  and 
have  effected  considerable  improvements  to  which  the  Council  has  given 
assistance, 

DATA  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  SURVEYOH  & CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  mains  water  supply  for  the  area  is  under  the  control  of  The 
Northallerton  & the  Dales  Water  Board  and  the  supply  is  available  to  virtually 
the  whole  of  the  District.  2,560  houses  are  in  fact  connected  to  the  mains 
and  only  about  110  houses  are  without  a direct  supply  from  the  mains. 

The  water  supply  has  been  generally  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and 
quantity  and  all  samples  which  have  been  taken  by  the  Department  from  the 
mains  in  the  area  have  proved  satisfactory  when  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

SEWER;iGE  8c  SEW..GE  DISPOSAL. 

H fair  proportion  of  the  villages  in  the  area  still  need  nev/  sewers  and/or 
Sewage  Disposal  V/orks  but  this  year's  working  has  shown  good  progress  towards 
meeting  this  need.  Providing  this  progress  can  be  maintained  there  is  ©very 
possibility  that  the  programme  for  sewering  the  area,  which  was  laid  down  many 
years  ago  by  the  Council,  will  be  achieved. 

During  the  year  the  Crakehall  Scheme,  which  was  commenced  towards  the  end 
of  1965 » has  made  steady  progress  and  although  the  scheduled  completion  date 
has  been  passed  it  is  hoped  that  the  sewers  and  Disposal  V/orks  will  be  in 
operation  early  in  196?. 

The  Kirkby  Fleethara  with  Fencotes  Scheme  was  commenced  in  March  and  good 
progress  has  been  made.  This  Scheme  should  be  completed  early  in  the  new  year 

Approval  to  the  Londonderry  Scheme  was  also  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  & Local  Government  and  the  Contract  for  the  work  was  awarded  to  Messrs 
.i.  R.  Morrice  Ltd,,  Public  Works  Contractors,  Harrogate.  V/ork  was 
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commenced  on  the  1st  Novemher  and  is  going  ahead  satisfactorily.  It 
is  anticipated  that  the  Scheme  '?;ill  be  completed  before  the  Autumn  of 
next  year. 

!lhilst  construction  work  on  tho  above  Schemes  was  proceeding  the 
Council's  Consulting  Engineers  were  finalising  the  Sewerage  & Sewage 
Disposal  Schemes  for  Scruton  and  for  the  Carthorpo,;  Theakston  and 
Burneston  area  and  these  were  submitted  for  consideration  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  Sc  Local  Government  in  March  and  November  respectively. 

The  Villages  covered  by  these  Schemes  all  urgently  require  mains 
drainage  and  it  is  hoped  that  consent  to  proceed  will  not  be  long 
delayed. 

The  Consnlting  Engineers  are  now  working  on  details  for  the  Schemes 
necessary  to  serve  Kirklington  and  also  the  Eest  Tanfield  area. 

Maintenance  of  the  Sewers  and  Disposal  Morks  is  carried  out  by  a 
maintenance  team  based  on  Bedale  and  all  Disposal  '^'orks  are  visited  and 
serviced  twice  weekly.  As  new  works  are  opened  tho  number  of  mon  in  the 
team  will  be  increased  as  necessary  to  copo  with  the  work  involved.  The 
majority  of  the  new  Schemes  incorporate  pumping  machinery  which  is 
operating  24  hours  per  day  on  automatic  switch  gear.  Such  machinery 
must  be  properly  maintained  if  breakdovms  are  to  be  avoided  and  with 
this  in  mind  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  a vehicle,  such  as  a Land  Rover, 
capable  of  towing  a pump,  carrying  tools  etc. , so  that  maintenance  can 
be  more  efficiently  carried  out  than  at  present. 

The  private  septic  tank  emptying  service  continues  in  operation  for  the 
benefit  of  householders  relying  on  this  type  of  drainage, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  direct  labour  service  continues  unchanged  oroviding  a weekly 
collection  of  dustbins  and  a privy  ashpit  emptying  service  once  every 
six  weeks.  Bins  are  collected  from  and  returned  to  their  normal  storage 
place  at  each  house  and  the  service  has  operated  both  efficiently  and 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Complaints  of  neglect  are  rarely  received 
and  the  collection  arrangements  are  apparently  quite  adequate.  The 
number  of  properties  in  the  area  has  of  course,  steadily  increased 
since  the  inception  of  the  present  service  and  almost  100  new  houses 
have  been  built  in  that  time.  The  original  collection  staff  are  so  far 
managing  to  cope  with  these  additional  properties,  which  have  to  some 
extent  been  offset  by  a steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  privy  ashpits 
but  it  is  becoming  apparent  that  in  tho  not  too  distant  future  some 
additional  labour  will  be  required. 

In  carrying  out  the  service  every  effort  is  made  to  give  all 
possible  help  to  householders  in  getting  rid  of  bulky  household 
articles  which  might  otherwise  be  tipped  in  odd  corners  of  land,  lanes 
etc.  No  charge  is  made  for  these  special  visits  v/hich  are  made  on  request 
as  time  permits.  In  addition  refuse  is  removed  from  shops  and  trade 
premises,  again  without  charge.  Litter  baskets  sited  on  the  laybys  on 
the  A.l.  trunk  road  are  also  emptied  on  behalf  of  the  North  Riding 
County  Council  and  payment  for  this  work  is  received  from  them. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  the  Council’s  tips  at  Bedale 
and  at  Learning  Bar.  Tipping  is  controlled  as  far  as  possible  but  shortage 
of  covering  material  makes  proper  control  increasingly  difficult. 
Nevertheless,  the  tips  are  kept  as  neat  and  tidy  as  possible,  the 
Council’s  tractor  and  dozer  bucket  being  used  for  this  work. 

Since  the  introduction  of  mechanical  equipment  for  levelling  and 
consolidating  the  tips  less  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  controll- 
ing vermin  and  little  trouble  is  occurring  from  this  source.  However, 
the  tips  are  regularly  dealt  with  by  a Rodent  Operator  to  ensure  that 
rat  infestation  does  not  occur. 
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HOUSIE'G 

The  demand  for  houses  in  the  District  has  continued  at  a high  level 
and  41  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  by  private  developers  during 
the  year.  In  addition  the  Council  have  built  9 duellings  dirring  the 
same  period.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a further  three  houses  were  in 
course  of  erection  by  the  Council  and  27  by  private  persons. 

Housing  standards  in  the  area  are  generally  good  due 5 to  some 
extent,,  to  the  satisfactory  manner  in  vHiich  the  Slum  Clearance  programme 
has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Council  and  also  to  the  efforts  made  to 
secure  the  improvement  of  dwellings  with  the  aid  of  Iraprovoment  Grants. 
V.Taen  Improvement  Grants  were  first  introduced  the  Council  quickly 
realised  the  great  opportunity  v/hich  they  presented  to  save  older 
properties  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  the  character  of  the  Villages. 
Over  the  years  and  up  to  the  present  time  I5I  discretionary  grants  and 
173  standard  grants  have  been  made  available  to  owners  resulting  in  the 
provision  of  some  320  units  of  accommodation  many  of  v/hich  would  most 
likely  have  been  lost  from  the  district’s  "House  Stock". 

!ISAT  & FOOD  B'SPECTIOIT 


The  production  of  meat  continues  to  be  an  important  industry  in 
the  area  and  72^855  -animals  v/ere  slaughtered  during  the  year.  Three 
slaughtering  promises  are  operating  in  the  area  namely  the  Bacon  Factory 
at  Deeming  Bar,  the  Abattoir  at  Aiske?;^  and  a smaller  slaughterhouse  at 
r/est  Tanfield,  all  are  of  good  condtTuction,  provided  with  modern 
equipment  and  are  generally  v;ell  maintained.  It  will  be  apparent 
therefore  that  the  inspection  of  meat  is  one  of  the  essential  duties 
of  the  Council  and  for  this  work  t^jo  full-time  specialist  Meat  Inspectors 
are  employed  together  with  the  qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Much  of  this  large  quantity  of  meat  is  exported  from  the  area  aud- 
it would  therefore  be  unfair  if  the  cost  of  the  inspection  service  was 
to  fall  on  the  ratepayers  but  this  is  not  the  case  as  the  inspection 
charges  levied  on  the  butcher  meet  the  cost  of  the  service. 

A statement,;  Appendix  No.  1.  attached  to  this  report  gives  details 
of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  meat  condemned. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 


One  fairly  large  poultry  processing  plant  is  attached  to  the 
Abattoir  at  Aiskew  this  is  visited  when  slaughtering  is  in  progress 
by  the  Meat  Inspector  on  duty  at  the  Abattoir. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  plant  deals  with  approximately  7O9OOO 
birds  per  year.  These  are  principally  hens  although  occasionally 
turkeys  are  also  included. 

The  present  staffing  ar vangements  preclude  routine  inspection  but 
a detention  system  is  in  operation  whereby  birds  suspected  to  be 
diseased  or  unfit  from  any  other  cause  are  detained  by  the  plant  Foreman. 
The  detained  birds  are  later  inspected  by  the  Meat  Inspector.  Statistics 
showing  throughput,  condemnations  etc.  are  not  kept  in  detail  for  this 
section  of  the  plant. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 


There  are  4 Bake  Houses  in  the  district  all  of  v/hich  are  inspected 
at  regular  intervals  and  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Meat  products  such  as  sausages,  cooked  meats  etc. , are  made  up  at 
5 premises  and  these  again  are  frequently  inspected.  No  serious 
defects  or  want  of  cleanliness  have  been  found  at  any  of  these  premises. 

Pood  shops  in  the  area  are  visited  and  inspected  from  time  to  time, 
all  are  g'-nerally  satisfactory  and  in  only  five  cases  were  minor  faults 
found.  These  \'ere  all  rectified  by  infoimial  action. 
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OFFICIOS,  SHOPS  &;  TJilL'-’AY  PREMISES  ACT> 

At  the  end  of  the  year  5^^  premises,  employing  194  persons,  had 
been  registered  and  16  of  these  received  a full  inspection  dirring  the 
year.  In  addition  30  general  visits  v/ere  mode  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
premises.  In  only  one  case  has  an  exemption  boon  granted  under  the 
Act  and  this  is  in  respect  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  a small  retail 
shop. 

FACTORIES  ACT 


A statement  Appendix  No.  2,  showing  oarticulars  on  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Act  so  far  as  this  area  is  concerned  is  attached  to  the 
Report.  The  statement  under  part  8 of  the  Act,  being  a Nil  return, 
is  omitted. 

APPENDIX  I 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  v/hole 
or  in  part  during  the  year  ending  DECEPtBER^  I966. 


Sheep 

Calves  and  Pigs 

Lambs 


Number  killed  4-737  94  74  14,868  53,082 

Number  inspected  4,737  94  74  14,868  53,082 


Cattle 

Excluding  Cows 
Cows 


All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis  15  8 2'J  IO9  215 

^'•hole  carcases 

condemned 


Carcases  ..of  which 

some  part  or  organ  1,951  30  3 1,468  4,467 

was  condemned 


Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  41»50 

than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 


40,42  50.54  10.60  8.82 


Tuberculosis  only 

whole  carcases  7 

condemned 


Carcases  of  Yt?hich 

some  part  or  organ  30  1 2,007 

was  condemned 


Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  0.63  I.06  3.79 

with  Tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  37 

was  condemned 


Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  37 
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APPENDIX  II 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act^  1961 

PART  1 OP  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


Premises  Nvimber  Number  of 

on  


Register 

Inspections 

'‘^r  it  ten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2 3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

37 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

iii)  Other  Premises  in 
v-'hich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers ' premises ) 

25 

35 

Nil 

Nil 

Total. o ..... . 

64 

67 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two.,  three  or  more 
seuarate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two  three  or  more 
"cages'') 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of  cases 

defects  wore  found 

in  which 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.M,  By  H.M, 

were  instituted 

Pound 

Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

(1)  (2) 

(3)  (4)  (5) 

(6) 

^^ant  of  cleanliness 

(5.1)  Nil 

Overcrowding 

(5.2)  Nil 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(5.3)  Nil 

Inadequate 
ventilation 

(5.4) 
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Number  of  cases  in  which 

Niimber  of  cases 

Particulars 

defects  were  found 

in  which 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

were  instituted 

Pound 

Remedied  Inspeotor  Inspector 

(1)  (2) 

(3)  (4)  (5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7 

N 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Nil 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 

(not  including 

offences  relating 

to  Out-work) 

Nil 

Total. ........ 

Nil 

PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  IKFECTIQUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Disease  Total  Cases 


Pneumonia  6 
Scarlet  Never  2 
Sonne  Dysentery  1 
\?hooping  Cox;i^h  40 
Measles  50 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  your  Surveyor 
and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  JoP.  Dunning,  for  his  valuable 
help  throughout  the  year, 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Sir,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Ho  DIGGLES,  MoB.,  Ch.B,,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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